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Leading educator goes into bat for physical education
Tuesday, April 19 2011
Professor Emeritus Alan Reid from the University of South Australia today encouraged physical education teachers to strongly engage politically and educationally in promoting the value of their learning area. 

These comments were made as part of his presentation of the Fritz Duras Memorial Lecture at the 27th International Conference of the Australian Council for Health, Physical Education and Recreation in Adelaide. 
Reid argued that the health and physical education profession needed to be on the front foot in order to guarantee a deserved place in the National Curriculum.  

He said that health and physical education has become increasingly marginalised and was the first to suffer when more time was demanded for the ‘core’ subjects.

‘This presents a rare opportunity to rethink the place of and approach to physical education in Australian schools’, Reid said.

Professor Reid supported the work of brain scientists who have demonstrated the importance of movement in a child’s education and said that the health and physical education profession needed to include this evidence as a basis for a new rationale. 

The Conference concludes on Wednesday 20th April with a Keynote Address from Dr Tim Hopper (University of Victoria, British Columbia).
Please contact Megan Cowper (details below) to arrange interviews or for further information.
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